THE  ■ 


EVIDENCE; 


OR, 


.  ©ascttc. 


SKLICIOS  ASU  MORALl-f'r  ARE  VUE  EASIS  OF  li"MAS  FELICIVV, 


VoL.  I.] 


DECEMBER  5,  180r. 


[No.  4t 


EX  POST  UL  ATOIi  Y  ADD  R 


TO  THE 


HEMEEXS  cf  the  ttEVUODISV  SOCI- 


F.vr  IH  IKE  LAS  I). 


LY  JOHN  WALKER, 

iKte  Fell^y 

(Concluded.) 

13p.2LT:iiitN, 

YF/r  I  do  not  wonder  that  they 
excite  such  indignant  chimor  \ 
and  arc  eo  decried  by  many,  who 
make  a  hii^h  religious  proicssicn. 
^Vhilc  all  ti>e  truths  of  God  aiv  Ci- 
fensive  to  that  ccrncil  hiindy  which  is 
et^ndCif  Iiitn;  those  which  as¬ 

sert  hii  sovereignty,  and  declare  the 
iialvation  of  a  sinner  to  be  the  act  ol 
bis  mcrc^vTicf — '**  Having*  iiicrcj  on 
whom  be  will  have  mercy/’  and  set¬ 
ting  aside  all  those  distinctions  be¬ 
tween  man  uiui  man,  which  we  na¬ 
turally  expeetto  be  grounds  of  God’s 
discriminating  favoi‘~tboso  truths 
arc  peculiarly  hostile  to  i)  e  pride 
and  atheism  of  our  natund  ht.arlu, 
and  have  ever  been  the  objects  ot  the 
peculiar  resentment  of  the  world.  It 
appears  tbutlho^e  luvled  views  were 


what  stirred  up  the  muidcrous  prin- 
tiplc  in  Cain  :  and  that  the  same, 
after  a  lapse  of  four  thousand  years, 
were  what  sometimes  converted  the 
admiration,  with  wiiicb  the  Jews  re¬ 
garded  our  Lord,  into  the  utmost 
violence  of  persecuting  rage — (see 

Luke  iv.  22 - 29.)  The  saate 

©pposition  to  these  hnmbiir.g  tiews^ 
has  made  some  professors,  of  the 
present  day,  hardily  avov',  that  they 
would  sooner  go  to  hell,  than  be  sav¬ 
ed  in  a  way  of  such  mere  mercy  : 
and  has  m..de  others  boscil^dc  nr  tl:,^ 
Sen  into  tS'.e  world  to  save  Si'nci’S 
asscilin^- ihr.t  if  the  Div.ne  Edng 

had  not  upiwinttii  this  way  ot  wlva- 


But 


ii.  17.  It  is  an  awful  wee,  which  is 
denounced  against  liim 
with  his  Maker,”  Isal.  xiv.  9,  : 
and  i  am  persuaded  that  all,  who  aia 
saved,  mubibc  saved  from  that  pi'ovd 
rebelliousness  ol  hoart.uudbc  suo^u- 
cd  to  a  thui^klvil  acquiesc  ence  in  the 
revealed  \^ay  il  sab\Mon  ;  glad  tv3 
be  s.'-Ycd  bv  mc:\i  nwev  ;  and  con- 
vilLced  that,  if  ii  e  not  ;*.cre  mer¬ 
cy,  tiicy  eculil  not  be  saved  ai  Uil. 

A  NO  now,  Ijf'otin'CP,  ^ct  me 
closer,  iU)  this  i|ULSt*ion,  to  ycaiq  who 
profess  to  be  at  pein  c  with  God  \  to 
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j/cIdresS)  iJ'c. 


liave  been  iranshttjcl  from  darkness 
into  light ;  and  to  be  living  mcinbcrs 
of  Christ’s  mystical  body.  Not  to 
call  in  question,  at  present,  the  rcil- 
qI  what  you  profess  j  f  "N^ouldob* 
serve  tlu>^  it  is  by  a  great  you 

have  been  brooglit  into  your  preseiu 
slate.  \^ou  were  once  c*..ti.ness  . 
"whence  is  it,  that  you  “  arc  now 
light  in  the  Lord  ?”  The  real  Chris¬ 
tian  yvii!  not  hesitate  to  give  the  glo¬ 
ry  of  this  change  to  Uii.i,  who  coin- 
manded  the  light  to  shin®  out  of 
darkness  and,  by  the  same  al- 
ini".’"hty  power,  shineth  into  the 
heart,  to  give  the  light  ol  the  know¬ 
ledge  ol  his  glory  in  the  I'.cc  ot  Je¬ 
sus  Christ.”  You  were  oric«  (a  ud 
in  trespasses  and  siivs,”  anti  “  cr.iitl- 
ren  of  w'rath,ei’t?i  (i9  othevs.  ’  W  hence 
is  It  that  you  arc  now  alive  unto  God, 
“  and  have  received  the  adoption  ol 
children  ?”  The  real  Chrisliun  y.ill 
not  hesitate  to  ascribe  this  work  to 
■d'liu*,  v/iiO  cjiiicktnctl*  tlic  t.ciiciy 
urid  callelh  lidiigs  iLat  r.re  x  ''t, 

ainc  power  cxcoiites  w/’.Ht 
claied  in  Lis  “  e:;cecd::i;^  'jreat  and 
precious  prchiiscs/* 


Well,  Urctliren  ;  otheru  around 
you  are  in  darkness,  chiidicn  ol’  tiis- 
obedience,  going  astray  like  lost 
sheep  :  '\\>iat  inakctli  you  to  dil- 

fer”  Irom  them  ?  The  scri])tnral  an¬ 
swer  to  that  (iucstion  includes  ali 
that  I  belivc  concerning  (foci’s  dtci^ 
ing  love  and  disfinghishing  ^yacc  ; 
itud  it  is  in  conncMion  with  that  ques¬ 
tion,  that  I  always  desire  to  \iew 
llicsc  doctrines. 

Do  you  say,  or  tiiinh,  that  t!ic  dif¬ 
ference  lias  Loci  piocluccd  wholly 
or  in  part  bj'  any  siiccri'.i  ity  of  wonh, 
of  W'isdoir.,  or  ol  power,  in  you  ?  or,  j 
what  amounts  to  tlie  same  thing,  by 
your  liaving  been  notq'iitc  so  sinful, 
so  un-worthy,  blind,  and  iinpoleiic,  as 
they  ?  In  that  case,  whatever  pro- 
lessiC'ii  \  ca  uiakc;  however  specious  | 


and  however  high,"  taking  the  w^rd 
of  G«d  for  my  rule,  I  must  consider 
you  as  yet  in  darkness,  ignortiiit  of 
yourselves  and  oi  (iod,  ol  the  law  rjul 

ot'tlie  gfvspei.  And  unless tliat /rec 

grace  and  i^overtign  intrcy^  >\hir:h 
vou  •  pposc®  iiUerlere  ior  your  deliv.’ 
craBce,  you  ill  peris n  under  the 
just  c  onsequences  ol’  Tour  pi  ide  and 
unbelief.  1  xxtn  sure  tnat,  \n  ere  k 
not  for  that  and  rufrey^  I  would 
still  be  like  yo\i,  iighting  against 
God.  While  1  warn  you, Ihcrelorc, 
ci  your  siii  and  (*angcr,  it  is  not  with 
proud  and  vncLia liable  ccnsoiious. 

Ltd  uiih.  teiiclerness  of  hinnbk 
coricci  n  for}gu;  and  vith  hope  al¬ 
so,  not  that  you  ran  he  savgd  m  your 
prcscTt  uni^elief,  but  that  God  \\i!l 
yet  nU  iriinlly  Rive  you  to  believe, 
a!Ki  Ri'aciously  guide  you  into  lira; 
c  nlv  way  of  sai\ alien,  which  He  has 
appointed  and  icvealed. 

Blt  if  you  answer  the  question  I 
have  p>rc>poscd,  as  I  am  sure  cvenV 

I  f  Slciiany  uid  nJIy  ascribe  tlic  differ- 
I  once  boluorn  you  and  others,  who 
arc  ytt  oiitol  tiie  wav,  lo  Him  wlio 
Juilij  Said,  Ueven  1,  vviii  l;otJi  search 
my  sheep  seek  them  oui,’(Hzek. 
x::::iv.  II.)  to  liiat  (jo<!  who  js 
I  licli  in  intrcy,  ^  and  to  ins  great 
j  lu' c,  wherewitn  I’c  lovcili  you.  c^cri 
when  you  were  dead  in  sins,”  Hph, 
ii.  4.:  in  tnat  ca.^o,  l>rciLrin,  I  will 
only  sat ,  that  you  ai  c  in  this  inatlcr 
as  iniK  li  Gnhinists  as  iiiyscJf ;  and 
I  tinnk  1  Iiave  Ibimd  among  yoi;, 
Iruni  time  Ic  time,  a  lew  who  were 
so,  without  knowing  it  :  and  with 
buc!i  1  would  never  waste  time  in 
arguing  j^boiit  phrases. 

It  is  hut  r.n  evasion  to  sar,  that 
others  might  rej  ent  and  believe  to 
tl'ic  Having  cl  tlieir  souls  if  they 
*ivGZild  :  but  they  resist  the  effcicd 
RTLcc  ol  Ciod.”  'i  bis  is  sucli  tri¬ 
lling  tvith  words,  that  I  might  pass 
it  by  witl.cut  cLitit.dJcu,  were  it 


1 


^‘fdihrsa,  (S'c. 
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not  a  currenc  argument  among  you,  I  It  is  to  say  no  more,  than  that  they 
arif!  employed  f>»r  supporting  many  might  if.they  might,  and  they  would 
awfiil  errors.  In  reply  then  to  this  j  if  they  would.  The  want  of  a  cvi/l 
evasion,  let  me  ask  again,  how  comes  towards  Goc,  and  the  dominion  of  a 
it  that  you  have  been  made  willing,  t:////that  is  opposite  to  God  ;  this  is 
that  you  no  longer  (if  indeed  it  be  what  constitutes  the  evil  of  their  na-  ' 
so)  resist  the  offers  of  <livin,e  grace,  turc  ;  and  makes  it  impossible  for  a- 
as  you  formerly  did  yourselves,  and  ny  man  to  sec  the  kingdom  of  (kid, 

as  others  still  do?  Is  it  that  you  without  being  “  born  attain” _ wit.h- 

were  naturally  less  unwilling  than  out  being  created  anewr  And  it  is 
they  ?  or  (liat  your  resistance  was  j  awfully  sinking  to  the  enlightened 
more  easily  subdued  fniin  being  less  {  mind,  to  observe  those  who  tlenv  the 
stubborn  ?  oris  it  that  God  in  mer-  j  existence  of  that  evil,  at  the  same 


^  and  opposition  to  the  glorious  gos- 

!  pci  of  ciod  our  Saviour. 

I3ut  the  terms  of  tl:c  argument 

seem  to  imply  an  idea,  that  God  on-  N^or  let  anv  of  you  urtre  that  cb- 
ly  gives  to  sinners  certain  ojfers  of  jection,  that  ti.ose  views  of  man’s  na- 
blessings,  and  certain  assistance  to-  tiiral  corruption,  and  God’s  sove- 
wards  obtaunng  them  ;  Uavai^  it  to  reign  and  ellicacious  grace,  reduce 
siiiiicrs  whether  they  w/,V  j  men  to  mere  machines.  Tfc"c  is 

ultimately  accept  those  offers,  and  a-  this  essential  dilferencc  between 
In'  assistance.  |  them  and  macliines,  and  it  is  cnoueh  ' 

^hose,  who  know  what  human  inir  j  lor  us  to  know  :  men  arc  volusuanj 
tiirc  IS,  ,v.l,  „  cerum  that,  if  ngents,  both,  in  the  state  of  nature, 

^  _  lit  J _ _  ^  y 


man,  whether  any  s  ‘.'  I  s.*'.  ill  sei’ve  I 
the  Uedcenicr  or  n  >  ?  W  -ci'  t!ie  l 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  died  O)  bring 
many  sons  unto  glory,”  isi  it  Icit  to 
tl^e  discretion  of  sinners,  whether 
‘‘  he  shall  aec  of  tl^e  travail  of  ids 
soul,”  or  not  ?  W  l»cn  it  is  declared 
tliut  ti^e  gates  of  hell  shall  nut  pre¬ 
vail  again his  cluirch/’  is  tlie  cer¬ 
tainty  of  this  suspQiuIed  upon  liic  I 
suj)posed  gOv)d  dispor.i lions  of  li'iC 
cons  of  men  ?  Away  with  such  a 
thought ! 

Cut  I  repeat  it,  that  it  is  mere  tri¬ 
fling  with  wov'^Is  to  sjy-  that  i-iiu'icrs 
tfUisht  do  so  unci  so  (/  would. 


reigiis  in  them  as  necessarily,  as  ii 
they  were  machines  As  long  ?.s 
t'.uit  ^'■ill  is  corrupt  and  opposite  to 
God,  their  course  will  be  evil,  whii« 
they  “  fulfil  the  desires  of  the  ficsb 
and  of  tlic  mind  and  this,  as  tn- 
fuilihfy  as  f  a  corrupt  tree  r-nnnt 
bring  lovth  good  fi  uU.”  And  when  l  e 
w!io alone  can  create  anew. gives  the 
sinner  a  iievV  niinil  and  a  naw  spiiit, 
i.  c.  a  new  rciU  ;  when  the  kininioui 
ol'God  is  set  up  in  thf  t^iuner’s  boa!  l, 
and  he  is  delivered  ('.otri  tliC  domin¬ 
ion  of  tlie  f.c'.ri  ;  a  correspondent 
cliange  will  cn,  certah'J:'  lake  place  lu 
liis  course  as  ?  good  tive  will  rc*r 
taiuly  bring  fotlh  good  liuit.  r'io\7 
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if  vou  mcun  hv  the  free  a!id  a- 
gcncy  of  incDj  al>oiit  which  your 
Writers  often  make  so  much  noise, 
onlv  that  he  is  a  voluntary  a^ent, 


(iocl  V*  It  is  nmre  seasonable 
warn  such  an  objector, tliat  unless 
repent  and  ho  roiucrtcd,  he  will 
perish,  and  be  convinced  too  Ivite 


r>tKl  (like  s\»ch)  rccc5s::riiy  ref^ulaiC(i  .that  he  is  jus’lu  v.n  oliject  oF  con- 
by  his  reig-nintr and  Ti'i//,  you  dciuiiation  ;  than  to  F.jUow  him  ia- 


mean  svhat,  1  believe,  none  of  those 
v/hom  your  writers  oppose,  ever 
thouT^ht  of  denying;.  But  wliile  I 
admit  this,  I  must  urge  that  observa¬ 
tion  of  our  L3rd — if  t!)c  Son  of 
God  m  ke  yon  free^  ye  s!ia!l  bey)vt’ 
indeed. In  our  luit'aral  corrupt 
slate,  though  volurituru  agents,  v/c 
arc  ‘  the  slaves  of  sin,’  because  our 
avill  isL  evi! :  and  from  the  liberty  (so 
cailed)  of  being  left  to  ountelvcs  and 
our  natural  wills, every  believer  will, 
above  ail  things,  desire  to  be  deliv¬ 
ered. 

Urov  that  eld  objection,  retailed 
in  various  forms,  tli.it  if  men  be  sc 
corrupt,  that  they  have  not  of  theni- 
sclvcs  the  Hoi’.itv  of  doinr»*  crood,  they 
canr.ot  be  uUuned  for  doing  evil 
I  shall  only  cb*'  u  ve  that,  it  t!:is  ob¬ 
jection  have  any  force.  It  must  follow 


..^C  „i|.  h,  be-.  Acroa- 

1*  ne  be  fiot 


to  the  dcptlis  of  metaphysical  subtiU 
tios. 

I  rrgro^..  l>relbre*n,thaL  T  have  haj 
oe^cr.si'jn  vo  loucli  upon  any  such  be¬ 
wildering;  toj):cs.  liiU  your  writers 
have  luiP.tllcd  ihcni  so  fre(|i!rtn;\ 
so  do: pnatically,  and  in  my  mind, 

weakiv  and:  erroUcouslv,  that  1  liavo 

#  0 

tliought  it  cxpecUvT»t  to  go  thus  l’.;r 
ill  the  sul)jcct  :  ami  to  oiler  you 
some  of  t!io  simplest  principles, 
which  I  tiunk  nnv  be  useful  clues, 
for  biingit^g  you  out  of  their  intrica¬ 
cies.  This  is  ail  the  use  I  ever  de¬ 
sire  to  make  of  fuctaphys^Icks  ;  iK)t 
ic  go  invselfor  lead  otlicrs, into  such 
endless  spccuiiilions  ;  l)ut  (if  it  may 
bo)  to  lead  out  those  who  have  been 
lost  in  them.  They  arc  full  of  dan¬ 
gerous  slicals  and  whirlpools  ;  and 
men  of  the  most  penetrating  and 

deptlis 

^:i  sound: 

hhc  n  too  o.tcn  happens,  that  t!  e 


of  I  niost  illiicraic  an)on 


Rcm:  andifhehe,  and  h,  for^le  thk  f 

be  altogcthe.*  i.n  -tr’,  J  c  I  oft':-  ^  "“‘-’'’S:''! 

ccilainly  incapable  -  "  oin-/ ai.‘v  •’  l-e  cornjpi- 

tainpgood;  atid  acco:  tr/voo-  I  rL  i^i.uphcity  that  is  in 

«;.T-'ment,  is  thetefrre  lU  lA  k';  ! 


b'un^ed  f  ’  iKJi.  to  oc  j 

<]uehcc,so  njonstrous,  may  cnnvlrr^#-  ^  1  ‘trowed  not  onlv  mv 

>ou,b.Mhearg,„„:  ;  "?r<,m-;  ,S:  i  he  f  i'”'’’'?  '-  •■-tl-'r 

.,ec,..„H,V  heOe.,  .  jh 

f  world,”  Kn!)  i  4  ■  ' 

•  !  v.MJ.rW  >  \  ««'y  f‘bV 


1-770  their  works, 

I  ainl  jp-ace 

,  w  .ich  was  j^iven  them  in  Christ 
-esws  Ijefore  t.ho  wn-.'d  hcqan;’ 
^om.viw..lo  Se  7'iin.  J.  ib  ;  but! 


^ddrcftSy  iSfc. 
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Iiavo  also  avowed  iny  heller  of  th«  •  haps  will  avow  that  it  is  fowr.dcd  on 
/7w///e7‘A<  i'?ra«ce  of  the  saints — that  j  tliemselvea:  hut  if  founded  upon 
“ol'allwho  have  been  given  unto  God,  recollect  that  he  works  in  his 
Christ  he  will  loose  none  ;  tliat  his  jieo])!«  according  to  his  revealed 
sliccj*  shall  never  perish,  hut  shall  word.  \VI»at  mean  you  then  by 


h«  with  him  where  he  is,.lhat  they 
May  heboid  hii  glory.’  John  vi.  nt). 


clenyinrj  liis  tvord^  Avhich  warrant! 
hi:v  bclii;vinj’;  people  to  trusit  in  him 


-•i.  :hr.  Upon  this  topic  j  ih.at  he  ‘‘will  {;;uiJe  them  by  his 

much  need  not  here  be  said  ;  it  is  j  counsel  and  aftei  Ys  ards  receive  them 
iiibrpar?oIy  connected  and  interwov-  |  to  his  glcry/  while  at  the  same  tim« 
en  with  tliti  pr-;ceding.  The  salva-  j  you  lath  of  trusting  in  him  for  th« 


lion  oi’a  .sinner  .is  hum  first  to  last  the 
wo*  rt  of  (iocis  aiid  ‘  his  w  ork  is  per¬ 
fect  •/  nor  will  ^  he  forsake  th.e  v/ork 


Tjork  ? 


liuT  I  dare  sar  tha^  some  of  \  ou 


of  ills  own  hands.’  It  I  bdiercf!  not  j  ere  now  have  been  ready  to  cry  cut> 


tiiat  HI-:  is  ‘  tlie  kc'^per  of  Israei’ — .  as  I  know  is  too  often  the  language 
liiat  HE  ‘  keopeth  the  feet  oi  his  of  your  prcac!)ers  and  yourwriteis, 
saints/  I  would  not  merely  with  j  ou  ‘  this  man  cenccals  the  cloven  foot 
falk  doubtfully  about  their  persever-  j  of  rrlirobuliw  behind  the  fair  cloak 
n:cc  unto  the  end,  but  I  v/ould  be  j  of  election  and  tniul  perseverance; 
certain  that  not  one  cf  them  would  j  remove  the  clowd:  and  you  will  sco 
l)crsevcre.  We  kne^v  from^xripture  j  behinditiii  lUe  rcpicsentallon  which 
tliat  ‘  wlioso  pcrscvcrcth  unto  the  j  lie  gives  cf  Cioch  a  glocmv  and  cru- 
end  the  same  shall  be  saved/  and  j  cl  tyrant, urbitravily  saving  a  few  and 
none  else  ;  for  ‘  if  man  draw  |  damning  a  mniatuCe.’  Ah,  Bieth- 
back,  my  soul  saith  the  Ixrd  shall  |  ren,  tliesc  are  rash  and  awful  ex- 
have  no  pleasure  in  him/  The  on-  j  pressions,  tiiough  but  a  small  specie 
ly  question  then  between  us  is,  J»cw'  j  men  of  the  langur  je  in  v  hich  some 
it  comes  that  those  ayKo  n^e  saver!  |  in  yocr  societ}'  have  indulged  them- 
do  persevere  unto  the  end  ;  \vhc-  j  without  fear,  in  order  to  ex- 

Vacr  it  he  by  their  owm  sirJicicncy,  |  rite  in  the  people  a  herror  of  Calvin^ 
cj’ !  y  Gsn’s  grace.  hm  anti  Cmlvinisi^s,  The  observa- 

'i  i:  zv  but  raise  a  dust  to  obscure  tions  thiat  I  shall  make  on  ti.e  ob- 
thc  question,  who  represent  it  as  jeetion  must  be  few  and  brief ;  but 
rckuing  to  the  Importance  and  ne-  I  hope  will  he  made  with  more  rt- 
ecssity  of  o\iv  fuiUifully  ^  c\{^'Cx\\vi^  tention  ro  the  word  of  God. and  more 
with  [)Mrposeofl;eart  unto  the  Lord.’  reverence  ibr  his  sacred  x".anie,tLuu 
It  is  agreed  that  tiic  characters  of  the  objection  is  often  stated  witli. 
those  who  shall  be  with  liim  in  his 

lieavoily  kingdom  are  ‘  cliOJ^en  and  I  would  observe  in  the  first  place, 

< ailed  and  faithful;'*  but  the  (iues-  (and  the  observalicn,  tl'iOUgii  appa- 
tiou  is  vrbether  this  character  he-  irmly  verbal,  is  not  unimperta:.:.) 
longs  lo  ihrni  as  part  of  his  work  if, at  the  term  vt'f:robaU%  wlicre  it  oc- 
wlio  workctli  iw  us  both  to  ‘  will  ears  ir,  scripture,  is  used  io  a  sigia- 
Ciid  lo  do/  or  as  iI:g  work  of  their  hcaiion  altoc:cther  different  fr,*fn 


the  objection  is  often  stated  \ritli. 


I  vrnuld  observe  in  the  f  rst  place, 
(and  the  observalicn,  tliougii  appa- 


Ciid  lo  do/  or  as  iI:g  work  of  their 
own  j>o\yfn\ 

SuMi!:  of  you  ^vli©  will  read  these 
pages,  would  probably  not  be  bark- 


that,  in  which  you  and  some  oil'.crs 
api^ly  It.  It  Is  emoioved  sieon^v  to 

1  &  V  k  •  I  • 

denote  a  tidi'.g  or  person  whirh  can- 


Ward  to  declare  your  expectation  of  net  s'ii.hl  :/:r  by  win,  ,b  ur 

getting  to  heaven.  I  call  on  you,  ulict!  er  it  I:o  ror./y  vrhat  nnn  ics..- 
Hretiircn,  to  consider  on  what  that  es  I?e.  See  fur  Jcr. 

expectation  is  founded.  Few  per-  *  dJ.  S:  5  Csr.  xiii.  5,  Accora? 

I 


ing  to  the  language  of  scripture,  ev¬ 
ery  sinner  is  a  rtfirohotc^  tiil  he  is  a 
genuine  believer  :  lor  till  tlicn,  tri 
ed  by  the  word  of  God,  lie  will  be 
found  wanting.  If  sonic  name 
thcrcfoi'c  be  tho’t  necessary  as  a 
watch-word  of  alarm  against  Cc/*'- 
rinisinj  invent  some  other  term, 
and  forbear  to  pervert  and  misapply 
the  language  of  tlic  bible. 

I  would  oliserve,  in  tlie  nc?tt  place, 
that  I  no  more  tlian  you  believe  that 
the  dchtnirlion  of  those  who  finally 
perish  is  the  act  of  (ioJ,  except  so 
far  as  it  is  the  execution  of  his  rigiit- 
eous  sentence  against  llieir  wilful 
sin.  Taeir  sin  (the  cause  cf  their 
destruction)  is  their  own  ;  while 
the  salvation  of  those  w  ho  arc  saved 
from  their  sin  is  his. 

Ac  ATX  I  would  ebsevve,  lliat  as 
to  the  number  of  iliose  wiio  shall  be 
saved,  I  know  r,ot  any  ditFcrcnce  be¬ 
tween  John  Wesley  and  John  C'al-  j 
vin — if  the  former  did  not  Iiold  tlic  | 
liPiScriptural  doctrine  Oi  universe!  rt-  j 
All  I  know  from  tlic  bl-  j 
Me  upon  the  sulij^ct  (and  I  know 
nothing  of  it  but  iVoru  ike  bible)  is 
iliis — tliat  it  will  be  ‘  a  grc?l  multi¬ 
tude  which  no  man  can  nuinl)cr 
v/’iiilc  all  in  the  countless  multitude 
v  iil  ascribe  their  ‘  SvV.valion  unto  | 
];im  tliat  sittcth  uper.  the  throne  rnd  | 
unto  the  Lamb.* 

• 

VJlicther  their  salrationhe  the  fruit 
of  their  own  dcbc!  ts,  or  work  ol  ihc 
Redeemer's  grsce  ;  the  condemna¬ 
tion  of  those  w’lo  perisli  uii!  be.  in 
either  case  alike,  the  righteous  con¬ 
sequence  of  their  own  sin.  How 
then,  brethren,  do  I  represent  the 
/ilnnighty  as  cruel,  in  niaititaiiiinp- 
that  ‘  the  salvidon  oi  the  righteous 
is  of  the  Lord.** 

I  would  observe,  In  the  last  place, 
that  to  charge  G#>d  with  cruelly  for 
r.ot  cxtenciiiTg  the  same  grace  and 


saving  mercy  to  others,  is  in  ctfect 
to  deny  the  existence  of  his  incrcy 
altogether.  The  very  idea  of  mer¬ 
cy  is  tliat  it  is  gratuitioua.  That  is 
not  the  '  gift  of  nicrc%  which  may 
I  not  juatiy  be  withheld  ;  and  that 
j  cannot  justly  Itc  withheld,  Tvliich  it 
would  be  cruelly  to  withhold.  So 
!  that  if  voM  look  with  a  more  enliglit- 
cned  eye  at  tl.e  objection,  which  is 
so  clamorously  and  rashly  put  for¬ 
ward  by  some  of  your  society*  you 
will  find  that  it  resolves  itself  into 
this — tiiat  God  cannot  j)unish 

sin  in  any  of  his  creatures  with  ey- 
eria:>ting  destruction  from  l.is  pic  • 
sence.  Docs  that  asseitioiT  snock 
you  ?  Il  will  shock  cverv  sober  and 
truly  awakened  mind.  Then  il  God 
be  ‘just  when  he  Judgclli,*  lie  is 
merciful' when  he  savetli  a  sinner  : 

and  if  the  salvation  of  anv  be  of  his 

* 

mere  rt^crcy^  w  ho  is  the  j)roud  v/orin 
tliat  will  dare  to  arraign  him  of  cru¬ 
elty  for  not  saving  all  ? 

Bo  you  ask  n.vhy  God  docs  not  ex¬ 
tend  Jiis  saving  mercy  to  more  ? 
Many  such  I  know  may 

he  rushlv  started,  and  as  rashly  tie- 
tennincdby  poor  purblind  creatures. 
Dut,  (kai  brethren,  let  me  beseech 
you  to  observe  that  the  scriptures 
have  been  given  to  ‘  iiiake  us  wise 
unto  salvation  net  to  satisfy  pre¬ 
sumptuous  cuiicslty  :  and  I  do  dis¬ 
cern  as  striliing  characlers  of  rii\ine 
w  isdom,  niarliiiig  the  word  of  (jod, 
in  wluii  is  concealed,  as  in  w  hat  it 
reveals.  Every  thing  that  a  sinner 
ran  need  to  be  informed  of  for  hi* 
own  salvation  is  discovered  as  with 
-  a  sun-beam.  Am  I  a  sii.nrr  l!ie 
j  word  of  God  icsiifjrs  against  my  sin, 
warns  me  cf  its  consequences,  but 
at  the  same  time  dcclarrs  lliat  God 
‘  has  no  pleasure  in  the  death  of  a 
sinner,*  and  prociaiirs  ‘  a  gre^t 
saivatlcn.*  Do  I  ask  where  is  that 
I  salvation  ?  li  e  word  of  God  points 
!  to  tlie  ‘  Lam!)  of  God  that  taketh  a- 

I  ^ 

!  nav  she  sin  of  l!ic  world.'  To  hira 


i4ddreis^ 
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^»Iouct>  in  Itic  him  sll  the 

prophets,  to  1/nn  all  the  apostles  bear 
vitness,  that  “  rjkosoever  bclicvcth 
on  him  shall  not  perish,  but  shall 
have  everlasting  lil’e,’  In  the  word 
of  (lod  I  licai-  the  voice  of  iiis  invita¬ 
tion,  ‘  whosoever  wiil  let  l.iai  come 
1  liear  the  voice  of  his  promise, 

‘  hi.n  that  cometh  unto  me  I  will  in 
no  wise  cast  out/  Do  I  reject  tlie 
revealed  counsel  of  God  against  my- 
Bclf,  and  stand  enquiring  into  liis  ev¬ 
erlasting  purposes  concerning  rnc, 
enquiring  w  hetlier  I  am  among  tnc 
iiumher  of  Ins  elect  or  not  ?  impen-  | 
etrahlc  darkness  graciously  rests 
upon  the  question  ;  hut  the  warning 
voice  is  heard,  ‘  excejd  yc  repe:>t  ye 
scall  perisli/  Do  1  believe,  and 
turning  to  t!)c  Lord  enejuire,  ‘  what 
Mouhist  thou  itave  me  to  do/  the 
word  of  God  abounds  uith  every 
gracious  consolation  for  my  en¬ 
couragement,  with  every  gracious  | 
admonition  for  my  safety,  with  cve- 
rv  o-racinus  instruction  for  mv  guid- 
aiicc,  v.'ith  all  that  I  need  to  know, 
for  niaintainiir^  a  In^ppy  and  holy 
\iulk  with  ihc  Crodormy  salvation. 

Do  I  Lc^in  to  enquire  about  o- 
tbers  ?  Every  needful  and  prolitable 
question  is  resolved  for  llic  re,qi!la- 
lion  of  mr  conduct  and  temper  to- 
Wards  them  ;  but  everv  ('uestion  im- 

•  A 

iwohtablc  and  vain  is  stopped,  with 
‘  w'hat  is  that  to  thee  V  Sncli  glimp¬ 
ses  of  discovery  are  affoi’cled  into  the 
¥ 

clealinqs  of  (iod  even  with  other  or¬ 
ders  oi  intelli2:ent  creatures,  besides 
those  of  the  human  race,  as  ai  e  ca!- 
cndatecl  for  our  profit,  for  our  admo¬ 
nition,  and  for  the  enlarjj;ement  of 
e»ur  minds  with  [grander  view  s  of  his 
nr^jesty  and  Ids  works.  Eut  we  I 
luay  ever  estimate  the  dearness,  j 
with  which  we  may  expect  to  find  f 
<iny  question  resolved  in  the  word  of  I 
Ood,  by  the  immediate  importanct>  I 
of  that  <]uestion  to  liic  enquirer,  and  i 
the  UHc}u!nci(f;  of  the  inforination  1 
which  liC  seeks.  Alas  !  wlikt  a  dif-  I 


I  ferrent  book  would  the  bible  be,  if 
systematic  .  divines,  if  uninspired 
men  of  any  sect  or  party,  had  tho 
coinpiiiiiion  of  it  ! 

W’hfrefokf.  (Iq  1  iirjjc  those  re¬ 
marks  ?  To  call  vour  uttcnlion  to 

¥ 

that  solemn  declaration  of  our  i^ord, 

‘  whosoever  shall  not  receive  tho 
kingdom  of  God  as  a  little  child  shall 
not  enter  therein.’  The  ilttle  child 
may  ask  many  questions  of  the  ten¬ 
der  parent.  Every  kind  and  degree 
of  information  wdiicli  the  parent 
L^ives,  the  ehiUl  receives  with  im¬ 
plicit  credence  ;  and  yrhcrc  infor- 
iViation  iswiihhckl,  accpiiesces  witli^ 
implicit  submission  in  the  puircnt^'i 
wisdom.  Let  Uo - ^  oo  and  do 

LIKEWISE.’ 

F.ejlecthn^  on  the  death  rf  a 

Alas,  mv  i^'rotber  !  was  the  ex- 
claniaiion  over  ;hc"  V'p’avc  of  a  ciiso- 
hreient  |>ropIiet,  in  the  time  ufJerr^- 

boam.  Lut  verv  diirerent  indeed  me  V' 

«  • 

be  our  language,  over  the  corpse  of 
a  failliful  and  successful  minister  c  t 
Christ.  We  may  regret  onr  lc^.s» 
w'bilc  we  rejoice  in  the  contempla¬ 
tion  of  Ills  acquisitions,  Ins  enjoy - 
m  -iits,  his  triumphs.  Hail,  thou 
highly  favored  ol  the  Lord,tI.ou  hast 
‘  ioiiglu  lliC  good  fight  E  thou 
hast  •  finished  tliv  course,  hast  kept 
tile  faith,  and  been  faitldul  unto 
daaih  !*  Now  ‘  the  crown  ofrighl- 

eonsness  is  thine  heaven  is  thine, 

•  .  •  *  ^ 
a  triune  God  is  thine,  and  thou  a:t 

fixed  lor  ever  in  the  bosom  of  eternal 
light  and  eternal  love.  Idion  hast 
left  the  church  on  cartli,  for  if.e 
church  above.  lit  i'(*  tiiou  wast  a 
witness  of  human  weakness.of  ju*ide, 
of  party,  of  uumberless  imperfec¬ 
tions  :  hut  no  weakness,  novridei  no 
]v.rty,  no  imjicrfcclion  c  :m  distuib 
t!iv  liaj»i\v  spiiit  more.  In  thy  hiiss- 
ful  ab(>de,  the  i^  rkution  of  every 
rracc-  and  t?.t  cidj*  incut  ui  v 

W  *  9  4 
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good,  arc  thine  for  ever.  Happy 
change  !  wonderful  transition  !  But 

In  vain  my  fancy  strives  to  paint 

The  moment  after  death - 

The  gloi  ics  that  surround  the  saint, 
When  yielding  up  his  breath/^ 


We  pray  as  in  hViislia’s  ease, 
When  p:rcat  Klijah  went, 

May  double  portions  of  thy  grace, 
On  U5  >vho  slay,  be  sent/* 

AMICeS. 


Yur  we  cannot  hut  mingle  cur 
sorrows  with  our  transports.  Has 
death  deprived  us  of  an  ‘affectionate 
relative,  a  kind  friend,  a  faitlif’ui  pas¬ 
tor  ?  Tlicn  let  him  live  in  our  le- 
membrance.  His  alfcclioneand  kind- 
r.ess  and  fidelity  ;  his  jiraycrs,  f.is 
example  a!id  lalx>rs  should  be  dier-  ; 
islicdin  our  boso.ns.  Let  his  foibits  | 
be  forgotten,  in  the  icmembrancc 
of  our  own  ;  but  let  ins  many  excel¬ 
lencies  be  the  subject  of  frequent  rc- 
t'ollccUon,  arid  close  imitation. 

Tnr  period  will  soon  arrlvc,whr's 
we  shall  be  reunited  with  our  broth-  1 
cr,  our  friend,  cur  pastor,  or  separa-  j 
ted  for  ever  !  ^V'nat  an  awful  tho*t 
lor  those  among  his  cwiiiiccticns  and 
congregation  whom  he  has  left  be¬ 
hind  in  tl.eir  sins  !  Let  them  take 
'urarninc:-  And  let  everv  fcilow- 
Christian  ioilow  liim,  as  he  followed 
Christ. 

AVk  cannot  close  this  reflectlcn 
better  than  in  the  woicls  of  tiie  pior.s 
Mr.  Newton  : 


i  CHRISTIAN  HKROrSM. 

A  SOXNET. 

Cal.st  thou  when  rage  assaults  thine 
ear, 

And  rude  oppression  makes  llice 
sigln 

Restrain  tr.e  passion’s  coplou#  tear, 

Tiiat  trembles  in  thy  deluged  eye  H 

Can^ttiiou  when  vice  or  folly  low  Vs, 

'I'ho*  keen  sensation  pierce  thy  brain, 

Though  aneuish  nerve  thine  hostile 
powers, 

In  blushes  only  speak  disdain  ? 

Yet  more — when  hate's  infuriate 
dart, 

The  morbid  pang  of  wratli  inspires; 

Canst  tliuu  cntc>mb  it  in  ti*ine  lieart, 

And  witn  ibigivencss  quench  its 
iires  ? 

Then  take  the  crown  for  sainted  he¬ 
roes  riiade— 

Laurels  tlrat  bloont,  when  vulgais 
honors  fade. 


‘‘Ills  faith  andpaticnccdovc  and  zeal. 
Should  make  his  mcm’rv  dear  ; 
And  Lore  do  thou  his  prayers  fulhl 
He  offei’d  for  us  here  ! 


CoM/ury/rj?'/cy;  f  r  th^  FrJf^ 
6*  u)ul  (iuzrttr.  frct  kf 
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